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Kinney/Atkins Mine 
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The Atkins Mine in Kinney, Minnesota operated in 1943 and 1944. Iron 

ore in the form of hematite and magnetite was mined from the site. It 

is not known if hazardous waste materials were generated from the mining 

operations. A notification of Hazardous Waste Site form was sent to 

U.S. EPA on June 5, 1981 by Inland Steel Mining Company, the current 

mine owner. A letter which accompanied the notification suggested that 

leaded greases and solvents used for routine maintenance of mining 

equipment may have been deposited on-site rather than hauled away. No 

amounts of these substances or likely locations of deposit are known. 

Additionally, site boundaries are unknown. The area taken up by mining 

operations is approximately one square mile.-- On May 7, 1990 FIT per­

formed a drive-by of the Atkins mine. Basically, FIT observed several 

giant holes in the ground and mountains of tailings with dirt roads 

running throughout the area. Several small deposits of garbage were 

observed, believed to have originated by local residents dumping their 

trash. No drums or hazardous waste were observed. 

The town of Kinney Minnesota, located approximately 1/2 mile from the 

perimeter of the site, has one municipal well 450 feet deep which serve 

approximately 447 people. Kinney has a stand by well which is approx­

imately 250 feet deep. FIT believes that only a very small amount of 
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waste was generated by the minning operation and therefore the Kinney 

Municipal well water sources are' not affected by the site. Additional 

ly, any hazardous waste deposited on the site would be exceedingly 

difficult if not impossible to locate due to the size and condition of 

the site, hence FIT recommends that no further action is needed at the 

Atkins Mine site. 
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